Information for Teachers, Parents, & Students—To be used in Making Appropriate Course Placements during Registration

	College Preparatory
	Pre-AP

	Reading

· Reading is primarily in-class and completed as a whole-group.

· Study guides are used as a means of guiding reading

· Strategies include: reading for meaning, predicting/inferring, questioning, summarizing, paraphrasing.

· Reading focuses on mid-level thinking: comprehension, application, analysis
· Students are expected to select age / grade level appropriate books to read in and outside of class independently.  This reading should enhance understanding of texts read as a whole class, and should help students refine writing skills.
Writing

· Students write smaller informal pieces, leading to a number of larger writing samples  

· Assessments consist primarily of essays or journals.
· Throughout the semester, teacher models the writing process and focuses on a thorough understanding of the basic process.
Speaking & Listening

· Students are expected to engage in class discussion and Socratic seminars.
· Students will be asked to deliver a brief presentation(s) to their peers.
 This course serves as preparation for various high-stakes assessments:  PSAT, Gateway, SAT, EOCs)
	Reading

· Reading is mostly self-directed through questions, journals, etc.; students are expected come to class prepared to discuss reading with the help of some in-class, guided reading
· Strategies include: inductive reasoning, reading for meaning, questioning, community circle

· The reading focuses on higher level thinking: Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation.
· Students are expected to select age / grade level appropriate books to read in and outside of class independently.  This reading should enhance understanding of texts read as a whole class, and should help students refine writing skills.
Writing
· Students write longer, more literary-based assignments with an initial focus on persuasive topics and gradually move more towards literary analysis
· Assessments consist primarily of essays, blogs, or journals.

· Students should be familiar with the basic writing process; the teacher uses models to help elevate this basic understanding to a deeper level.

Speaking & Listening

· Students are expected to engage in class discussion and Socratic seminars on a daily basis
· Students will be asked to deliver several presentations to their peers.
** Students who participate in the 9th  grade LA Pre-AP course are encouraged to participate in one of the Advanced Placement English courses: AP Language (11th or 12th grade) or AP Literature (12th grade).

This course serves as preparation for various high-stakes assessments:  PSAT, Gateway, SAT, EOCs)


	SPIRE
	LEAP

	Reading

· Reading is mostly collaborative and/or self-directed; students are expected come to class prepared to discuss reading with some whole class guided reading
· Strategies include: synthesis & evaluation, and questioning.
· Assigned texts (literary & informational) are examined through a science-based lens and are used to supplement understanding of scientific concepts and ideas.

· Students are expected to select age / grade level appropriate books to read in and outside of class independently.  This reading should enhance understanding of texts read as a whole class, and should help students refine writing skills.
Writing

· Students write more non-traditional informational-based pieces relating to science concepts and ideas.

· Assessments focus on real-world writing tasks performed by individuals in the scientific community.
· Students should be familiar with the basic writing process; the teacher uses models to help elevate this basic understanding to a deeper level.
Speaking & Listening

· Students are expected to engage in class discussion and Socratic seminars on a daily basis.
· Students are expected to create and engage in several presentations to their peers as well as members of the community, and professional experts.
** Students who participate in the 9th grade SPIRE program are encouraged to participate in the 10th grade SPIRE program and subsequent SPIRE pathway.

This course serves as preparation for various high-stakes assessments:  PSAT, Gateway, SAT, EOCs)

	Reading

· Reading is completed through a combination of in-class, whole-group, and collaborative and/or self-directed means; students are expected come to class prepared to discuss reading Strategies include: synthesis & evaluation, and questioning.

· Assigned texts (literary & informational) are examined through a marketing / entrepreneurship focus and are used to enhance understanding of business related concepts and ideas.

· Students are expected to select age / grade level appropriate books to read in and outside of class independently.  This reading should enhance understanding of texts read as a whole class, and should help students refine writing skills.
Writing

· Students will produce several non-traditional informational-based pieces relating to entrepreneurial ventures, concepts, and ideas.

· Assessments focus on real-world writing tasks performed by individuals who contribute to and foster the local economy.
· Students should be familiar with the basic writing process; the teacher uses models to help elevate this basic understanding to a deeper level.
Speaking & Listening

· Students are expected to engage in class discussion and collaborative discussions on a daily basis.
· Students are expected to create and engage in several presentations to their peers as well as members of the community, and professional experts.
** Students who participate in the 9th grade LEAP program are encouraged to participate in the 10th grade LEAP program and subsequent Marketing Management Pathway
This course serves as preparation for various high-stakes assessments:  PSAT, Gateway, SAT, EOCs)



