
Course Planning 101



Graduation Requirements: minimum of 23 Credits 2

Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies Electives

4 years 4 years 4 years 3 years 4 required +
4 choice

● 9th
● 10th
● 11th
● 12th

Minimum of:
● Algebra
● Geometry
● Adv. Alg.
● + 4th year 

choice

Minimum of:
● Biology
● Chemistry
● Physics
● + 4th year 

choice

Required:
● World History 

(10th)
● US History
● Gov & Econ

Required:
● Health/PE
● Foreign Lang 

OR Fine Arts 
OR CTAE

Choice: 4 other 
electives

Credit Check form shared with students.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ImWI8eZc87iMBPg1YkBm30QpaW6hm6ev8E8xYEKj8Rs/edit?usp=sharing


Choosing the right level
3

College Prep 
(CP)

Honors Gifted Advanced 
Placement (AP)

Dual Enrollment 

Meets grad 
requirements/ 
college entrance 
requirements

Similar to CP, 
but moves at a 
faster pace and 
requires more 
work outside of 
class time. 

Similar to 
Honors but 
requires testing 
placement for 
this level. 

College-level 
course taken in 
high school/ 
may be able to 
receive college 
credit. Classes 
move at a very 
quick pace and 
requires much 
work outside of 
class time.

College course 
taken through a 
college/ 
university where 
you earn high 
school and 
college credit at 
the same time. 

If a current class is enjoyable and easy for you, AND you are earning around an 85% or higher without too 
much stress/hard work, you should consider moving up to the next level.

If you are in an Advanced course (Hon, Gifted, AP) and struggling to keep up (earning an 80% or lower), 
you should consider moving down a level.



GPA: What is it?

GPA = Grade Point Average

❖ To calculate a GPA you convert the 
numerical grade to a 4 point grade 
scale, add up all the courses that your 
student has taken and then divide that 
number by the total number of classes 
taken

❖ If you have a student who is taking an 
AP course and they earn over 100%, 
they can earn a 5.0
➢ Example: AP Chem 105 = 5.0

Example:

LA 95% = 4.0

Ceramics 92% = 4.0

World Hist 88% = 3.0

Health 66% = 0

Chem 80% = 3.0

Graphic Design 70% = 1.0

Alg II 75% = 2.0

All Total = 17, divided by 7

GPA for this semester would be = 2.42



Getting back on track

❖ If a student fails a course that is required for graduation, the course 
MUST be made up.
➢ Credit Recovery: This option is for students who fail with a 50 - 69%

■ Shorter and cheaper
➢ Summer School: This option is for students who failed a course with a grade 

below 50%
■ $250 per course, can take 2 each summer
■ 2 free classes for re-attempt at failed class
■ Approximately 4 - 5 weeks
■ Can be done in-person at various GCPS schools or online through GOC



Maxwell High School of Technology

Maxwell 
Program 
Information

● January 10, 2024: Application opens
● February 20, 2024: Open House 5:00-7:00pm
● February 23, 2024: The Maxwell Program Application will temporarily 

close in preparation for the lottery in early March.  The application will 
then reopen for programs with availability.

● March 18, 2024: Maxwell Program Application opens for late registration.
● July 12, 2024: Maxwell Program Application closes for the 2024-2025 

school year.  No new applications will be accepted after this date.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yn-MYD2EZyQTYLJE9UI79bIhmDRUlzH1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yn-MYD2EZyQTYLJE9UI79bIhmDRUlzH1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yn-MYD2EZyQTYLJE9UI79bIhmDRUlzH1/view


STEM Pathways 7



Electives 8

STEM Pathways PLUS…



Electives, continued 9

STEM Pathways PLUS…

PLUS…
Some Social Studies electives:
● AP Human Geography -Freshman only
● Psychology & Sociology/ AP Psychology
● *AP Euro (if enough interest) - Seniors only (and possibly Juniors)
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