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The Middle School Years
(3) short years   Different School Hours 

Time flies    Teams of Teachers    New Friends
Weekly Advisement New Friend Dynamics

Titan Time/CQI More Clubs
Connections (formerly called Specials)

Intramural Sports
And much more.



Richards Middle School:
Rising 6th Graders 

 RMS Welcome Videos
 Connections Course Descriptions 

• In elementary school, these are referred to as 
“Specials” 

 School Supply Information
 Student Clubs & Activities
 The ABCs of RMS (electronic 6th Grade Student 

Handbook) with information on: 
 Attendance
 Behavior Expectations 
 Dress Code
 GCPS Promotion Criteria
 School History
 Tips for parents for how to stay 

informed.
 And much, much more! 

 A copy of this PowerPoint Presentation 



Built In Support

RMS is a PBIS school
Schoolwide PBIS is a broad range of systematic and individualized strategies 
for achieving important social and learning outcomes while preventing 
problem behaviors with all students.

Titan Time 
Continuous Quality Instruction (CQI)

Mondays - Thursdays @ 9:30-10:00am
This time is used for academic 
remediation and enrichment.

Weekly Tutoring Sessions Wednesdays & Thursdays @ 8:15am
(LA/SC; MA/SS) 

Weekly Advisement Lessons Mondays @ 9:30am
This time is used to develop and 
reinforce Social Emotional Learning, as 
well as other character traits necessary 
for academic, personal/social, and 
career success for all RMS students.



How can 
students & 
families get 
involved at 
Richards MS?

How do we 
support our 

diverse population
of students

at Richards MS?



Tonight’s Program
I. The Importance of Getting Involved

How can students & families get involved at Richards MS?

II. Supporting Our Students 
How do we support our diverse population of students at Richards MS?

III. The Middle School Experience: Students’ Perspectives

Closing Remarks



The Importance of Getting Involved

 RMS Parent Center 

 Rising Titans Academy

 Music Department

 Science & Robotics Clubs

 Student Council

 Step Team

 “La Book Chica”

Kristina Fuller
Parent Outreach Liaison

A’Maya Rhodes, 
6th Grade Teacher Sponsor

Ansley Cook, Alex Diaz &                        
Dr. Heston McCranie,
Teacher Sponsors

Emily Smith, Kelly Chupurdy &        
Carissa Shuman, Teacher Sponsors

Stefanie Livingston
Teacher Sponsor

Hali Sorrells 
Teacher Sponsor

Grisel McDuffie        
Media Specialist



Supporting Our Students 
 Multi-Lingual 

Learner Support

 Spanish for Native 
Speakers  

 Counseling Support 

 Mentoring Programs

The Middle School Experience: 
Students’ Perspective

 Closing Remarks

Celeste Lizama
Assistant Principal

Liz Martinez 
Teacher Sponsor

Rosemary Dixon
6th Grade Counselor

Jamael McCauley       
Teacher Sponsor

Christian Jimenez & Bliss Osenge

Dr. LaTasha M. Cook
6th Grade Assistant Principal



Phone: (770) 338-4815
Email: Kristina.Fuller@gcpsk12.org

Kristina Fuller
Parent Outreach Liaison

RMS Parent Center

mailto:Kristina.Fuller@gcpsk12.org


















Students will - 
o spend  interactive and fun-filled days as       

.
o actively participate in activities that turn learning into 

FUN!
o become familiar with our school building and our 

academic & behavior expectations. 
o build new friendships.
o reduce their fears & anxieties about starting 

middle school. 



Dates: July 7th, 8th, & 9th from 9am – 4pm 

Please register for the 
at

 .
The cost is $25 & includes a RICHARDS MS T-shirt.

HOWEVER, if you register TODAY, 
the cost is only $20 . 

Space is limited.

Brochures available

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/










Science Club
A chance to explore 
hands-on science beyond 
the regular classroom 
experience 

● Bottle Rockets
● STEM Challenges
● Tie-Dye T-Shirts
● Handmade Ice Cream



Robotics Competition 
Team

New challenge each year

Building, Programming, 
Marketing, etc

Compete with MS &
HS from across the 
State

Made it to State 
Competition last year! 



Robotics Competition Team
If you’re interested, scan the QR code! We will host a Zoom 
meeting with more information!















Supporting Our Diverse Learners



How do we support 
 Multilingual Learners at RMS? 

Teacher 
& 

Student 
Collaboration

Instructional 
Conversation

s

Language 
and 

Literacy 
Development

Connecting 
Background 
Knowledge 

Academically 
Challenging 

Environment

Imagine Learning
Word-to-Word Dictionaries 

Translator Devices
Translated Documents

Google Translate

Certified ESOL 
Teachers

Newcomer ESOL 
Teams

Teacher Read-Alouds 
Shared Reading 

Guided Practice
(I Do, We Do, You Do)

Small Group Collaboration
Think-Write-Pair-Share 

Visual 
Connections

Anchor Charts
Concept Maps

Story Maps
Word Banks

Rubrics 
Sentence Starters

Graphic Organizers
Hands-On Experiences

Celeste Lizama, Assistant Principal, ESOL & Multilingual Learner Support

English Language Proficiency Testing (ACCESS) 



Spanish for Native Speakers





The Middle School Experience: 
From Our Counselors’ Perspectives

Counselors work with students to help remove barriers to learning



Counselors visit classes in August for 
Introductions

Counselors work with students:
•  Individually
•  In small groups
•  Through classroom lessons

Accessing your counselor:
•  Student can request on their own
•  Teacher referrals
•  Parent requests



Common 6th Grade SEL Needs:
o Managing Emotions
o Making Decisions
o Managing Peer Relationships
o Managing Technology and Social 

Media Use
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Dates: July 7th, 8th, & 9th from 9am – 4pm 

Please register for the 
at

 .
The cost is $25 & includes a RICHARDS MS T-shirt.

HOWEVER, if you register TODAY, 
the cost is only $20 . 

Space is limited.

Brochures available

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/


Richards Middle School:
Rising 6th Graders 

 RMS Welcome Videos
 Connections Course Descriptions 

• In elementary school, these are referred to as 
“Specials” 

 School Supply Information
 Student Clubs & Activities
 The ABCs of RMS (electronic 6th Grade Student 

Handbook) with information on: 
 Attendance
 Behavior Expectations 
 Dress Code
 GCPS Promotion Criteria
 School History
 Tips for parents for how to stay 

informed.
 And much, much more! 

 A copy of this PowerPoint Presentation 



Additional Sign Ups
 Music Sign Up
 Robotics Club
 Spanish for Native 

Speakers
 Volleyball

 Please access this 
presentation to 
revisit the QR 
codes



Before you leave, please be sure that you 
have signed in and use the QR code below 
to give feedback on tonight’s presentation. 



Good Night  

Thank you for being here tonight.

We look forward to a great 
journey…TOGETHER!
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